GOV. comm. l b - l 7{-

(HOUSE)
COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS

Benigno R. Fitial Timothy P. Villagomez

Governor Lieutenant Governor

The Honorable Arnold 1. Palacios AUG 2 7 2008
Speaker, House of Representatives
Sixteenth Northern Marianas

Commonwealth Legislature
Saipan, MP 96950

The Honorable Pete P. Reyes
Senate President, The Senate
Sixteenth Northern Marianas

Commonwealth Legislature
Saipan, MP 96950

Dear Mr. Speaker and Mr. President:

This is to inform you that I have signed into law House Bill No. 16-142, HD2, entitled, W
“To amend 3 CMC § 4972(b)(5) as established by Public Law 15-108; and for other

purposes.” The bill was passed by the House of Representatives and the Senate of the

Sixteenth Northern Marianas Commonwealth Legislature.

This bill becomes Public Law No. 16-14. Copies bearing my signature are forwarded for
your reference.

Sincerely,
BENIGNO R. FITIAL

cc: Lt Governor; Attorney General, Office of the Attorney General;
Executive Director, Commonwealth Utilities Corporation; Secretary, Department of
Finance; Special Assistant for Management and Budget; Secretary, Department of
Labor; Director of Personnel; Executive Director, Civil Service Commission;
Chairperson, Public Utilities Commission; Public Auditor; Executive Director,
Commonwealth’s Law Revision Commission; and Acting Special Assistant for
Programs and Legislative Review

Caller Box 10007 Saipan, MP 96950 Telephone: (670) 664-2200/2300 Facsimile: (670) 664-2211/2311 . .
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The House of Representatives

NORTHERN MARIANAS COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATURE
, P.O. BOX 500586
SAIPAN, MP 96950

August 26, 2008 PUBLIC LAW NO. 16-14

The Honorable Benigno R. Fitial

Govemor ‘

Commonwealth of the Northern
Mariana Islands

Capitol Hill

Saipan, MP 96950

Dear Governor Fitial:

I have the honor of transmitting herewith for your action House Bill No. 16-142, HD2, entitled:
“To amend 3 CMC § 4972(b)(5) as established by Public Law 15-108; and for other purposes.”,
which was passed by the House of Representatives and the Senate of the Sixteenth Northern

Marianas Commonwealth Legislature.

Sincerely yours,

Eyelyn C/Fleming
e ouse Cler

Attachment



HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
SIXTEENTH NORTHERN MARIANAS COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATURE
FIRST DAY, SECOND REGULAR SESSION, 2008

PUBLIC LAW NO. 16-14

House Bill No. 16-142, HD2

AN ACT

To amend 3 CMC § 4972(b)(5) as established by Public Law 15-108; and for other purposes.

In the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Offered by  Representatives: Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero,  Oscar M. Babauta,
Diego T. Benavente, Joseph N. Camacho, Francisco S. Dela Cruz, Victor B. Hocog,
Heinz S. Hofschneider, Raymond D. Palacios, Amold I. Palacios, Justo S. Quitugua,
Edward T. Salas, RamonA. Tebuteb, Ralph DLG. Torres, and
Stanley T. McGinnis Torres

Date: August 18,2008
Referred to: None

Public Hearing: None
Standing Committee Report: None

Passed First and Final Reading on August 18, 2008

~ In the SENATE

Referred to: None
Public Hearing: None
Standing Committee Report: None

Passed First and Final Reading on August 22, 2008

Evelyn C. Fle@use Clerk
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
SIXTEENTH NORTHERN MARIANAS COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATURE
SECOND REGULAR SESSION, 2008

 PUBLIC LAW NO. 16-14
H.B.No. 16-142, HD2

AN ACT

To amend 3 CMC § 4972(b)(5) as established by Public Law 15-108; and for
other purposes.

BE 1T ENACTED BY THE SIXTEENTH NORTHERN MARIANAS COMMONWEALTH
LEGISLATURE:

Section 1. Findings and Purpose. The Commonwealth Legislature finds that the

Cémmonwealth Utilities Corporation (CUC) is currently unable to employ foreign national
workers to fill certain essential positions pursuant to restrictions set forth in 3 CMC
§ 4972(b)(5) as established by Public Law 15-108. The Legislature further finds that CUC is
unable to fill these essential positions with permanent resident or citizen employees at this
time, and extension of the exemption for hiring foreign national workers within the
Commonwealth government is necessary to ensure the delivery of uninterrupted power,
water, and waste water services to the people of the Commonwealth. Accordingly, the
purpose of this legislation is to allow CUC to hire up to nineteen foreign national workers to
fill technical and professional positions at CUC and to extend such exemption to year 2010.

Section 2. Amendment. 3 CMC § 4972(b)(5), as established by Public Law 15-108,
is amended to read as follows:

“(b) Transition exemptions for government employment.

(5) Commonwealth Utilities Corporation. Engineers and professional

employees in technical or trade areas may be exempted, and CUC may
contract with manpower services or directly hire power plant mechanics and
utility technicians who may be exempted; provided that direct or manpower

hire of foreign national workers shall not exceed nineteen (19) employees.
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PUBLIC LAW NO. 16-14
HOUSE BILL No. 16-142, HD2

This exemption shall expire on September 30, 2010, and no contract may

provide to the contrary.”

Section 3. Severability. If any provision of this Act or the application of any such
provision to any person or circumstance should be held invalid by a court of competent
jurisdiction, the remainder of this Act or the application of its provisions to persons or
circumstances other than those to which it is held invalid shall not be affected thereby.

Section 4. Savings Clause. This Act and any repealer contained herein shall not be

construed as affecting any existing right acquired under contract or acquired under statutes
repealed or under any rule, regulation or order adopted under the statutes. Repealers
contained in this Act shall not affect any proceeding instituted under or pursuant to prior law.
The enactment of the Act shall not have the effect of terminating, or in any way modifying,
any liability, civil or criminal, which shall already be in existence on the date this Act
becomes effective.

Section 5. Effective Date. This Act shall take effect upon its approval by the

Govemor or becoming law without such approval.

CERTIFIED BY: ATTESTED TO BY:
7 o - ﬂ
ARNOLD L. PALACIOS™ EvELYN C MING
SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE Hous RK

RD\/e/D thl§;2 day of A'UQUST— 2008

GNO R FiTIAL
GOVERNOR
COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS
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