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COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS

Benigno R. Fitial Timothy P. Villagomez

Governor Lieutenant Governor

AUG 2 5 2008

The Honorable Arnold I. Palacios
Speaker, House of Representatives
Sixteenth Northern Marianas

Commonwealth Legislature
Saipan, MP 96950

The Honorable Pete P. Reyes
Senate President, The Senate
Sixteenth Northern Marianas

Commonwealth Legislature
Saipan, MP 96950

Dear Mr. Speaker and Mr. President:

This is to inform you that I have signed into law House Bill No. 16-112, HD2, SD2,
entitled, “To provide for the election of Delegate to U.S. House of Representatives, and
for other purposes. The bill was passed by the House of Representatives and the Senate
of the Sixteenth Northern Marianas Commonwealth Legislature.

This bill becomes Public Law No. 16-13. Copies bearing my signature are forwarded for
your reference.

Sincerely,
BENIGNO R. FITIAL

cc:  Lt. Governor
Attorney General, Office of the Attorney General
Executive Director, Commonwealth Election Commission
Commissioner, Department of Public Safety
Secretary, Department of Finance
Special Assistant for Management and Budget

All Mayors HﬂU%E BLERK'S BFC
Public Auditor .

Executive Director, Commonwealth’s Law Revision Comrmsswn “ El v Wﬁ?

Acting Special Assistant for Programs and Legislative Review 9/ / 59 6,”71

Caller Box 10007 Saipan, MP 96950 Telephone: (670) 664-2200/2300 Facsimile: (670) 664-2211/2311




The House of Representatives

NORTHERN MARIANAS COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATURE
P.O. BOX 500586
SAIPAN, MP 96950

August 20, 2008 Public Law 16-13

The Honorable Benigno R. Fitial

Govemor

Commonwealth of the Northern
Mariana Islands

Capitol Hill

Saipan, MP 96950

Dear Govemnor Fitial:

I have the honor of transmitting herewith for your action House Bill No. 16-112, HD2, SD2,
entitled: “An Act to provide for the election of Delegate to the U.S. House of Representatives,
and for other purposes.”, which was passed by the House of Representatives and the Senate of
the Sixteenth Northern Marianas Commonwealth Legislature.

Sincerely yours,

P

Evelyn Cﬂing

House Cl

Attachment




HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
SIXTEENTH NORTHERN MARIANAS COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATURE
FIRST DAY, SECOND REGULAR SESSION, 2008

Public Law 16-13

House Bill No. 16-112, HD2, SD2
]
AN ACT

To provide for the election of Delegate to the U.S. House of Representatives, and for other
purposes.

“In the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES |
Offered by Representatives: Diego T. Benavente, Heinz S. Hofschneider, and
Amold I. Palacios
Date: May 29,2008
Referred to: Committee on Judiciary and Governmental Operations

Public Hearing: None
Standing Committee Report No. 16-24

Passed First and Final Reading on June 18, 2008;
Final Reading on August 18, 2008

In the SENATE

Referred to: None
Public Hearing: None
Standing Committee Report: None

Passed First and Final Reading on July 31, 2008

oy
‘Evelyn . Fleminé)fouse Clerk




HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
SIXTEENTH NORTHERN MARTANAS COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATURE
FIFTH SPECIAL SESSION, 2008

BB Not16°112, HD2, SD2

AN ACT

'TO PROVIDE FOR THE ELECTION OF DELEGATE TO THE U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, AND
FOR QTHER PURPOSES.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE SIXTEENTH NORTHERN MARIANAS COMMONWEALTH
LEGISLATURE:

[

Section 1. Findings and Purpose. The Commonwealth Legislature finds that Public

2 Law 110-229 created a delegate to the United States House of Representatives for the
3 Commonwealth. The purpose of this Act is to establish procedures for the election of the
4 delegate.
5 Section 2. N.M.1. Delegate to the U.S. House of Representatives. A new Chapter
6 3A is added to Part 1 of Division 6 of Title 1 of the Commonwealth Code to read as follows:
7 "Chapter 3A. Federal elections
8 Article 1. Delegate to the U.S. House of Representatives
9 § 6360. Qualifications

10 § 6361. Nominations

11 § 6362. Election

12 § 6363. Term

13 § 6364. Vacancy

14 § 6365. Special election

15 § 6366. Procedures

16 § 6367. Appropriation

17 § 6368. Conflict of law

18 § 6369-70. Reserved

_
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Public Law 16-13
HOUSE BILL No. 16-112, HD2, SD2

§ 6360. Qualifications. To be eligible for the office of Delegate a person
shall:

(a) be at least 25 years of age on the date of the election;

(b) have been a citizen of the United States for at least seven (7) years prior to
the date of the election;

() be a resident and domiciliary of the Commonwealth for at least seven (7)
years prior to the date of election;

(d) be qualified to vote in the Commonwealth on the date of election; and

(e) not be, on the date of the election, a candidate for any other office.

§ 6361. Nominations. The nomination of candidates for the office of Delegate
shall be made by the petition of any political party or by any independent candidate,
and shall be made according to the procedures for political parties and independent
candidates set forth in this division.

§ 6362. Election.

(a) The Delegate shall be elected by the people qualified to vote for the
popularly elected officials of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands.

(b) The election of Delegate shall be conducted at the special election on
November 4, 2008, and at such elections every two years thereafter.

(c) The Delegate shall be elected at-large and by a plurality of the votes cast
for the office of Delegate.

§ 6363. Term. The term of the Delegate shall commence on the 3" day of
January following the date of election and shall expire upon the subsequent date of
commencement of term two years thereafter.

§ 6364. Vacancy. In the case of a permanent vacancy in the office of
Delegate, the office shall remain vacant until a successor is elected and qualified.

§ 6365. Special election.

(a) In the case of a permanent vacancy in the office of Delegate, the Governor
shall call for a special election to be held within 90 days of the date of the call for

election; provided that in the event that a vacancy occurs within six months of the
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Puyblic Law 16-13
HOUSE BILL No. 16-112, HD2, SD2

next general federal election, no special election shall be called and the office shall
remain vacant.

| (b) In the event of a tie vote for the office of Delegate, the tie shall be decided
by the drawing of lots, under the supervision of the CEC. Each candidate shall be
present at the drawing of lots along with two witnesses. The result of a drawing of
lots shall be final and shall not be contestable.

§ 6366. Procedures. Except as otherwise provided by federal law, the conduct
of the election of Delegate to the U.S. House of Representatives shall be according to
procedures set forth in this division.

§ 6367. Authorization for reprogramming. Notwithstanding any provision
of law to the contrary, the Governor shall reprogram the sum of $60,000 from the
Office of the Resident Representative’s Account to the Commonwealth Election
Commission (CEC) for the first Delegate election to be conducted on November 4,
2008. The Commission shall be the expenditure authority for the reprogrammed
funds.

§ 6368. Conflict of law. Any conflict between this article and federal law
shall be resolved in favor of the federal law.

§ 6369-70. Reserved."

Section 3. Conforming Amendments.

(a) Division 4 of Title 1 of the Commonwealth Code is repealed in its entirety.

(b) 1 CMC § 6304 is repealed and reserved.

(c) 1 CMC § 6341 is repealed and reserved.

Section 4. Severability. If any provision of this Act or the application of any such

provision to any person or circumstance should be held invalid by a court of competent
jurisdiction, the remainder of this Act or the application of its provisions to persons or

circumstances other than those to which it is held invalid shall not be affected thereby.

Section 5. Savings Clause. This Act and any repealer contained herein shall not be

construed as affecting any existing right acquired under contract or acquired under statutes

repealed or under any rule, regulation, or order adopted under the statutes. Repealers
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contained in this Act shall not affect any proceeding instituted under or pursuant to prior law.
The enactment of the Act shall not have the effect of terminating, or in any way modifying,
any liability, civil or criminal, which shall already be in existence on the date this Act
becomes effective.

Section 6. Effective Date. This Act shall take effect upon its approval by the

Governor or becoming law without such approval, except that Section 3 of this Act shall take

effect on January 3, 2009.

CERTIFIED BY: ATTESTED TO BY:
W ey
/ ARNOLD 1. PALACIOS EyrLy~ C./FLEMING
SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE Hou CLERK

‘FRD\/E% on thlsc;d day of A/a é(/ ,('/ , 2008

Phweqtial =

BEN NO R. FITIAL
GOVERNOR
COMMOXWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS

Page 4




