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COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS

Benigno R. Fitial Timothy P. Villagomez

Governor Lieutenant Governor

The Honorable Amold I. Palacios MAY 0 8 2008
Speaker, House of Representatives
Sixteenth Northern Marianas

Commonwealth Legislature
Saipan, MP 96950

The Honorable Pete P. Reyes

Senate President

Sixteenth Northern Marianas
Commonwealth Legislature

Saipan, MP 96950

Dear Mr. Speaker and Mr. President:

This is to inform you that I have signed into law House Bill 16-1, HD1, entitled, “To
amend the Commonwealth Code to take into account the Rota Casino Initiative recently
enacted by the voters of the First Senatorial District; and for other purposes,” which was
passed by the Sixteenth Northern Marianas Commonwealth Legislature.

This legislation mirrors the concerns as addressed by Public Law 11-17 regarding the
Tinian Casino Gaming Control Commission. It is also strongly supported by both
Houses of the Legislature in an effort to assist and move forward with the casino
initiative as enacted by the voters of the First Senatorial District.

This bill becomes Public Law No. 16-4. Copies bearing my signature are forwarded for
your reference.
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BENIIJO R. FITIAL
C

c: Lt. Governor
Special Legal Counsels, Office of the Governor

Caller Box 10007 Saipan, MP 96950 Telephone: (670) 664-2200/2300 Facsimile: (670) 664-2211/2311




Legal Counsel, Office of the Lt. Governor
Attorney General

Secretary, Department of Finance
Chairman, Rota Local Delegation
Chairman, Tinian Local Delegation
Mayor, First Senatorial District

Mayor, Second Senatorial District
Chairman, Rota Municipal Council
Chairman, Tinian Municipal Council
Special Assistant to the Administration
Special Assistant for Programs & Legislative Review

Caller Box 10007 Saipan, MP 96950 Telephone: (670) 664-2200/2300 Facsimile: (670) 664-2211/2311



House of Representatives

NORTHERN MARIANAS COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATURE
P.0. BOX 500586
SAIPAN, MP 96950

April 1, 2008 PUBLIC LAW NO. 16-4

The Honorable Benigno R. Fitial

Governor

Commonwealth of the Northern
Mariana Islands

Capitol Hill

Saipan, MP 96950

Dear Governor Fitial:

I have the honor of transmitting herewith for your action House Bill No. 16-1, HD1, entitled:
“To amend the Commonwealth Code to take into account the Rota Casino Initiative recently
enacted by the voters of the First Senatorial District; and for other purposes.”, which was passed
by the House of Representatives and the Senate of the Sixteenth Northern Marianas

Commonwealth Legislature.

Sincerely yours,

7
Ev C.F lefni g

House Clerk

Attachment




HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
SIXTEENTH NORTHERN MARIANAS COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATURE
FIRST REGULAR SESSION, 2048

PUBLIC LAW NO. 16-4

House Bill No. 16-1, HD1

AN ACT

To amend the Commonwealth Code to take into account the Rota Casino Initiative recently
enacted by the voters of the First Senatorial District; and for other purposes.

In the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Offered by Representative: Victor B. Hocog
Date: January 22,2008
Referred to: Committee on Ways and Means

Public Hearing: None
Standing Committee Report No. 16-2

Passed First and Final Reading on March 12, 2008

“In the SENATE

Referred to: None
Public Hearing: None
Standing Committee Report: None

Passed Final Reading on March 19, 2008

J

velyn € Fleming, Rduse Clerk




HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
SIXTEENTH NORTHERN MARIANAS COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATURE
FIRST REGULAR SESSION, 2008

PUBLIC LAW NO. 16-4
H. B.No. 16-1, HD1

AN ACT
To AMEND THE COMMONWEALTH CODE TO TAKE INTO ACCOUNT THE ROTA
CASINO INITIATIVE RECENTLY ENACTED BY THE VOTERS OF THE FIRST
SENATORIAL DISTRICT; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE SIXTEENTH NORTHERN MARIANAS COMMONWEALTH

LEGISLATURE:

1 Section 1. Findings and Purpose. The Commonwealth Legislature finds that the

2 residents of the First Senatorial District have implemented casino gambling in their district

3 pursuant to Article XXI of the Commonwealth Constitution. The Legislature finds it must

4 clarify issues regarding the amendment of local laws enacted by initiative. Adjustments to the

5 Code are therefore necessary and proper. This Act is a proper use of the legislative power

6 granted by Section 1 of Article II of the Commonwealth Constitution.

7 Section 2. Amendment. Section 1403 of Title 1 of the Commonwealth Code is

8 hereby amended as follows:

9 “§ 1403. Introduction of Local Bills.
10 A local bill may be introduced by one or more senators or representatives
11 from the senatorial district to which the bill is intended to apply. Local revenue or
12 appropriation bills shall be introduced in the House of Representatives. Each bill
13 shall lie on the desks of members in the house in which it was introduced for three
14 legislative days during which time any member may move that the bill is not a local
15 matter that may be the subject of laws enacted by members from the respective
16 senatorial district. The objecting member shall state the reasons for the motion. In
17 the event the motion is later adopted by the house in which the bill was introduced,
18 the bill shall be treated as though it had been introduced in the form prescribed by the
19 official rules of the house. In the event the motion is not adopted or no motion is
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PUBLIC LAW NO. 16-4
HOUSE BiLL No. 16-1, HD1

made within the prescribed time, the bill shall be referred to the appropriate
legislative delegation, as provided in 1 CMC § 1404. Provided, however, that the
provisions of this section shall not apply to the Tinian Legislative Delegation in
enacting an appropriation of casino gaming revenues pursuant to section 50 (5) of the
Revised Tinian Casino Gaming Control Act of 1989; provided further that the
provisions of this section shall not apply to the Rota Legislative Delegation in
enacting an appropriation of casino gaming revenues pursuant to the Rota Casino Act
as it was enacted by popular initiative or as it may be amended by Local Law.”
Section 3. Amendment. Title 1 of the Commonwealth Code is hereby amended by
the addition of a new section as follows:
“§ 1409. Amendment of Local Laws. Local Laws, whether enacted by the
Delegation or by initiative, may be amended, altered repealed, superceded or altered
in any fashion by the enactment of a subsequent local law enacted by the Delegation.”
Section 4. Amendment. Section 16(a) of the Rota Casino Act of 2007 is repealed and
reenacted as follows:

“Section 16. Local Appropriations.

(a) All license fees and gambling revenue taxes derived under this title
shall be local revenues to be expended for local public purposes, as specified herein.
The Mayor of Rota shall submit a budget for consideration and approval of the Rota
Municipal Council, which shall thereafter transmit said budget with any amendments
to the Rota Legislative Delegation for consideration, amendment and enactment
pursuant to the “Local Law Act of 1983” — 1 CMC, Div. 1 (as amended).”

Section 5. Amendment. Section 1405(a) of Title 1 of the Commonwealth Code is
hereby amended as follows:

“(a) No local bill or local appropriation or revenue bill may be enacted by a
legislative delegation until the mayor from the respective senatorial district has had an
opportunity to review and comment on it. The mayor or his designee shall have 30
days in which to review and comment on all local bills. If the mayor fails to comment

with the applicable period, the legislative delegation may act on the matter without
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PUBLIC LAW NO. 16-4
HoUSE BiLL No. 16-1, HD1

input from the mayor. Provided, however, that the provisions of this subsection shall
not apply to the Tinian Legislative Delegation in enacting an appropriation of casino
gaming revenues pursuant to section 50 (5) of the Revised Tinian Casino Gaming
Control Act of 1989; provided further that the provisions of this subsection shall not
apply to the Rota Legislative Delegation in enacting an appropriation of casino
gaming revenues pursuant to the Rota Casino Act as it was enacted by popular
initiative or as it may be amended.”

Section 6. Savings Clause. This Act and any amendment or repealer contained herein

shall not be construed as affecting any existing right acquired under contract or acquired
under statutes repealed or under any rule, regulation, or order adopted under the statutes.
Repealers or amendments contained in this Act shall not affect any proceeding instituted
under or pursuant to prior law. The enactment of this Act shall not have the effect of
terminating, or in any way modifying, any liability, ctvil or criminal, which shall already be

in existence at the date this Act becomes effective.

Section 7. Effective Date. This Act shall take effect upon its approval by the

Governor or upon its becoming law without such approval.

CERTIFIED BY: ATTESTED TO BY:
ARNOLD I. PALA “EVELYN C.PLEMING
SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE House CLERK

APPRO ED thls ? 98 dayof Mﬁy , 2008

BENIGNO R. FITIAL
GOVERNOR
COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA [SLANDS
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